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gone up from the English press and people, and some of our
own have manifested a morbid sentiment with those Eng-
lish who have nothing to do with the subject. The Secre-
tary of State has not known what to say, and, I think, not
what to do. In our first or second conversation he ex-
pressed a hope that we should not be compelled to give up
the Florida, and this he repeated in each of our subsequent
interviews. I told him the idea ought not to be seriously
thought of for a moment, and said that I knew of no in-
stance where a belligerent armed vessel had been restored.
That he owed a respectful apology to Brazil, I not only
admitted but asserted. We have disturbed her peace, been
guilty of discourtesy, etc., etc. Yet Brazil herself has in the
first instance done wrong. She has given refuge and aid to
the robbers whom she does not recognize as a government.
She has, while holding amicable relations with us, seen these
pirates seize and burn our merchant vessels, and permitted
these plundering marauders to get supplies and to refit in
her ports, and almost make her harbors the base of opera-
tions. What Brazil will demand or require I know not.
Although she has done wrong to us in giving comfort and
assistance to these robbers, I would make amends for her
offended sovereignty by any proper acknowledgments. I do
not believe she will have the impudence to ask restitution.
If she did, it would be under British prompting and I would
not give it. The case is not as if the war was between two
nations. Yet some of our politicians and editors are treat-
ing it as such. Among others the New York Evening Post. I
am inclined to think there is something personal towards
me in this pertness of the Evening Post. The papers have
alluded to differences between Seward and myself. There
has been no such controversy or difference as the Post rep-
resents on this subject. All our talk has been amicable,
he doubtful and hesitating, I decided and firm on certain
points which, if he does not assent to, he does not contro-
vert. But the publisher of the Evening Post is held in bail
for malfeasance at the instance of the Navy Department.